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They are the natural fruit of every form of slavery. 
The rich, having taken advantage' of the necessities 
of the poor to buy their labor-force, and make them 
work for their profit, easily to go on to buy their 
bodies to minister to their pleasures. Civilised exist- 
ence is a great market where the buyer, the seller and 
the commodity is man. What wonder if some of the 
wage-slaves copy and pander to the vices of their 
masters, and the pollution spreads through all ranks 
of society. What wonder if starving women sell 
themselves and one another and their own children 
into the lowest deths of human degredation. 

Thus we are brought face to face with the deeper 
moral cause, which lies at the bottom of these evils 
as of every sort of oppression and wrcng, the cause 
of which our disgraceful economic relations are but 
one outcome. I mean that barbarous contempt for 
human nature, which is the basis of all self-degreda- 
tion and of all unsocial feeling and conduct, and the 
hot-bed not only of mere animalism but of all con- 
ceptions of life which can properly be called ma- 
terialistic. It took shape formerly in the scorn 
of the privileged individual for the vile herd. In 
modem thought it re-appears in the callous dis- 
regard of the mystical entity Society for the indi- 
vidual man. Any cruelty, any outrage upon human 
dignity is justified, if only it can be represented 
as making for the preservation of Society. The men- 
tal, moral and physical degradation of unfortunate 
women is described by one historian of the develop- 
ment of the new fetish, as the price Society must pay 
for the purity of home life. Society pays the price 
with heroic indifference. The value of the purity 
gained we have lately learned. In such a moral at- 
mosphere self-respect withers, and with it the sense of 
individual, personal responsibility, and of reverent re- 
gard for the rights of every individual man and wo- 
man, the growth of which is the essential condition of 
all social union worth the name. The consequences 
are visable in such abominable measures as the C. D. 



Acts on the one hand, and the brutalities recorded by 
the Pall Mall on the other. 

Nor does this new imposition of restraints by the 
clique who are pleased to consider themselves as re-', 
presenting Society, propose to deal with the two cau-> 
ses we have named? * * , 

One of the principal objects of the Criminal Law; 
Amendment Act is to put a stop to the sale of children* 
under sixteen, but it ignores altogether the economic- 
conditions which produce such sales. Even a middle-^- 
class organ like the Daily Telegraph admits " not; 
wickedness but want underlies nine-tenths of the pro- j- 
fligacy of London, and if we could remove competition •* 
and misery, we should abate sin more effectually than . ' 
by any amount of inexperienced outcry or penal laws."- 
The grievance is not that our legislators leave ab-: 
solutely untouched the conditions which condemn- 
thousands and hundreds of thousands of children to • 
ruin. They are well-advised not to attempt the ab-' 
surdity of trying to alter economic relations by Act of • 
Parliament. The wrong they do is to persist in still • 
maintaining our present unsatisfactory " relations by;- 
force, because they dare not for one instant face the • 
consequences to their self-interest, or as they would i 
prefer to put it, the consequences to Society, of free-;- 
ing social wealth from the artificial protection of law. ] 

The Bill, therefore, confines itself to morals, and •; 
endeavours to protect individual rights by making 
girls under sixteen wards of the government, and by ;: 
visiting outrage by fraud or violence with various pen- •- 
alties. Let us concede that possibly it may conduce • 
to the punishment of a few vicious persons arid saVe 
certain other persons from injury. But even so the • 
questions still remain — what are the corresponding \ 
evils of such legislation, and is it the best means of \ 
raising the standard of that respect for human nature \ 
which is the mainspring of virtue ? , 

Now this Act of Parliament, places the powef of • 
irreparably injuring the character and prospects qif in- ; 
nocent men, into the hands, firstly, of rash and med- • 



• dling philanthropists, who if they always act honestly, 
most assuredly do not always, act wisely or with com-i 
.plete knowledge ; secondly of the class who, as they 
have sold themselves, cannot be expected* to be scru- 
pulous about trading upon others ; thirdly, of. the vic:j 
tims of hj$teria or of a morbidly vicious organizatipn j 
fourthly of little children, in whose minds tjie relations^ 
between sensation and consciousness are ft-equently so 
imperfectly developed that they are incapj^ble of dis- 
tinguishing truth and falsehood,.. and who, mpreoyer,' 
are completely under the sway of older and ppssibly^ 
worthless people. In many such cases it is impossible 
to obtain the direct evidence of mpre than. one witness 
and that witness the plaintiff. And the delicate task 
of solving these difficult problems is left to the infalli- 
ble British juryman, whose competence in matters 
appealing to his sentiment and his prejudices was so 
happily illustrated in the condemnation of the guiltless . 
Mr. Hatch to five years perial servitude for a crime • 
of this nature, which existed only in the imagination • 
of two naughty little girls. Thus whilst the Bill aims 
at preventing fraud and intimidation in one direction,^ 
it opens a wide door for both in another. It has left 
undefined the meaning of the " false representations " 
for which it imposes a penalty ; it. genders it dahgerpus 
for a man to offer 4 fainting woman a glass of sherry 
unless, in the presenge of witnesses; but, to take one 
example of fatuity out of many, it leaves unchecked 
the very common, cruelty of enticing young girls into j 
disorderly houses as s;ery ants. After several. despair- 
ing attempts to . frame a clause to meet; this . evil, f 
Honourable Menribers decided that. after all the case 
was provided for, .because if a little maid asked any. 
lady who. might offer to engage. her, if §he. (the, la^y) , 
were the keeper.of such an . establishment apd after- ^ 
wards found the answer given to be fels^ the girl., 
could prosepujte. her niistxess! . . c • 

- But inadequacy and teniptation to intiiniilation and : 
fraud are riot all. It is poly; nectary ta'4StlUide tpj^ie j 
clauses (ist) giving power tp .a cou|rt of law to take | 



any gTrl from her parents or guardians and hand her 
over to any one it thinks fit, if it imagines there is 
reason to believe that the parents or guardians are 
responsible for the girl's degredation, and (2nd.) per- 
mitting any one who can persuade a magistrate at 
any hour of the day or night that he or she is a per- 
son having a bond fide interest in a young woman, to 
thereupon obtain a warrant to enter any house with 
the police, and forcibly carry off the said young wo- 
man, — it is only necessary to allude to these clauses 
to suggest the wrong and suffering within their power 
to inflict in the hands of foolish or unscrupulous 
meddlers and stupid or indifferent officials. In the 
debate on this Act itself, a member stated that he 
knew of one magistrate who derived part of his in- 
come from houses let for immoral purposes. The 
police and the rulers of society have been shown to 
be so largely implicated in the evils complained of, 
that it is surely the most arrant folly to entrust them 
with the remedy. 

Already, before the Bill has become law, some of 
those who have the subject at heart are marking their 
sense of its certain insufficiency. They remember 
that the information which has horrified England, lay 
for four years unheeded in the Blue books, until 
public opinion took the field by means of a news- 
paper agitation. Vigilance Committees, Purity So- 
cieties, voluntary associations of all sorts, the Hyde 
Park Demonstration itself are so many tributes to the 
uselessness of law-making and law-makers. " This is 
not a matter in which man or woman can save the 
state by deputy," so writes even the Pall Mall Gazette^ 
" We must do it ourselves, or it will not be done." 
In the days of Wat Tylor, before the spirit of English- 
men had been ground down by capitalist slavery and 
submission to law, men knew how to defend their 
daughter's honour without whining for the protection 
of an Act of Parliament According to the state- 
ments of Mr. S. Smith in the House of Commons, this 
is still the case in young and healthy communities. 
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There crimes of the sort so inadequately prevented 
by this Bill are always punished by lynch law ; and 
for the miserable wretches who live by betraying their 
felldw-creatureis, and the victims of loathsome and 
unnatural desires such discipline is the greatest kind- 
ness. It supplies the severe physical shock which is 
their best chance of recovery from their diseased con- 
dition. Whereas the artificial substitute of imprison- 
ment, as Michael Davitt has shown in his Prison 
Recollections, only forces the morbid mind to feed upon 
itself, and affords it opportunity to spread its corrup- 
tion. 

In short, the feeble and vicious enactment known 
as that for the Amendment of Criminal Law is the 
worthy output of a nation whose manhood is in abey- 
ance, of a community which pins its faith to majority 
rule, and expects to be made virtuous en bloc by a 
perfected system of representation. It deals neither 
with the economic nor the moral causes of vice, 
and the best that can be hoped for it is that it may 
remain practically a dead letter, like most of its pre- 
decessors in the trivial task of patching together a 
moribund society. As for us, who share Milton's 
creed, and believe in the strength of good to cast out 
evil and of life to overcome death our hopes are fixed 
upon the dawn of that change in thought, word and 
deed which is beginning to be known amongst men 
as the social Revolution. 

An English Anarchist. 



APPENDIX. 

For those, who like ourselves, are already striving 
towards Jrtie emancipation of mankind from exploita- 
tion ana authority, but sturig by a burning sense of 
shame for the guilt of the community of which we 
form part, long to take immediate and active steps to 
purify its atmosphere from the foulest of taints, we add 
a few suggestions as to remedies which seem to us 
worth trying. 

1. Education. — The equal and common education o\ boys 
and girls. Physiological instruction to take the place of the 
ignorance and mystery which breed morbid curiosity and lead to 
the problem of sex relations and the origin of life assuming un- 
healthy proportions in the mind. Special training for girls in 
independence in thought, and courage in action and in acts of 
self-defence, to counteract the cowardice and weakness engen- 
dered in women by ages of suppression and slavery. 

2. Marriage. — (a) Open acceptance of the truth that parent- 
hood as a result of marriage is a matter of distinct choice, and 
ought only to be undertaken by those who wish for the respon- 
sibility. (6) Non-intervention of the State in marriage relations. 
Consequent removal of the social stigma unjustly attaching to 
free unions which are the result of mutual affection and respect, 
and the transfer of social contempt to property marriages which 
are mere legalised prostitution. 

3. Social Intercourse. — Contempt for all conventional 
restraints preventing free and open friendship between men and 
women and hinder true knowledge of one another's character, 
views, and feelings. Formation of associations for such com- 
munication. One such Club has already been started in London. 

4. Protection. — Training Homes and Technical Schools to 
teach girls to gain their living independently. Also where they 
may take refuge when out of employment Women's Trade 
Unions. 

5. Defence. — Opposition to the contemptuous tone often 
adopted by men toward women, and prompt resistance in word, 
and if need be, in deed against every insult offered them, how- 
ever slight. Inimediate chastisement of offenders without refer- 
ence to the police, quibbles, uncertainty, and delay of a law- , 
court. Boycotting and denunciation of all shops and employers 
on whose premises vice is deliberately encouraged or is rendered^ 
inevitable by starvation wages. 
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